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tasteful and which the government authorities would have
to refuse to discuss.

I was really grateful, not only to the Austrian for what
he had done, but to the Berlin Government for taking such
public action. Not only Mr. Carnegie, but a multitude of
well-meaning and ignorant people had wrought themselves
into the belief that if I chose I could do something with the
Emperor for peace; and I was glad to be able to point out to
them this announcement from the German foreign office
in advance of my visit, which saved me the necessity of
trying to explain why I could accomplish nothing. On the
other hand it did give me exactly the chance that I wished
with both the Emperor and the Chancellor in Berlin. To
each of them I pointed out these statements in the German
papers, and stated that I had had no intention of broaching
the subject unless it had become evident that they were
willing to have me speak; but after such a publication,
obviously inspired by my conversation with the Austrian
Prime Minister, it was due to myself that I should tell them
at first-hand just what that conversation had been; and I
accordingly repeated it to them, ending by saying that I
knew perfectly well not only from what had appeared in
the press but from other information I had received, that
they were reluctant to discuss the matter, that I hoped they
understood that I was a practical man and in no sense a
peace-at-any-price man, and that all I had felt was that the
subject was of such importance as to warrant considera-
tion as to whether or not it was feasible to do something
practical toward limiting expense and putting difficulties in
the way of war.

The Emperor was very courteous, and said that he really
had no control over the matter, that it was something which
affected the German people, and that the German people, or
at least that section of the German people upon whom he
relied and in whom he believed, would never consent to
Germany's failing to keep herself able to enforce her rights
either on land or at sea. The Chancellor was obviously a
good deal taken aback at my remarks, and at first started